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ANNCR: 

THERE'S BEEN TENSION IN THE IRANIAN CITY OF MASHHAD -- THF 
SEAT OF THE SHIITE MOSLEM SFCT -- IN THE WAKE OF RECENT ANTI- 
GOVERNMENT RELIGIOUS RIOTS. VOA'S TAKIS KLADAKIS HAS THIS 
BACKGROUND REPORT ON THE ROOTS OF FRICTION BETWEEN THE 
CONSERVATIVE SHIITE MOSLEM LEADERS AND THE IRANIAN GOVERNMENT. 
VOICE: 

IN A COUNTRY LIKE IRAN WHERE LOCAL LOYALTIES ARE STRONG AND 
WHERE ETHNIC GROUPS AND NOMADIC TRIBES HAVE COEXISTED FOR 
CENTURIES, RELIGION HAS ALWAYS BEEN A MAJOR FACTOR OF NATIONAL 
UNITY. IN THIS CONTEXT, FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS THF STATE 
AUTHORITY AND THE SHIITE MOSLEM SECT -- WHICH COMPRISES ABOUT 
NINETY PERCENT OF THE POPULATION -- COEXISTED WITHOUT ANY MAJOR 
PROBLEMS, 

BUT IN RECENT YEARS THE SHIITES HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO KEEP 
PACE WITH THE PROCESS OF MODERNIZATION. AND THEIR PERSISTENT 
DEVOTION TO THE PAST SEFMS TO HAVE MADE A CONFRONTATION WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT INEVITABLE. 

THE EXACT CAUSES OF THE RECENT RIOTING AT MASHHAD ARE NOT 
KNOWN. BUT OBSERVERS SAY IT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN BASED ON 
RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION TO GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY AND THAT IT COULD 
MEAN THE BEGINNING OF A NEW CYCLE OF SUCH VIOLENCE IN IRAN. 

THE MAIN THRUST OF THE RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION IN IRAN 
COMES FROM THE SHIITE MULLAHS, THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS. THEIR 
DIFFERENCES WITH THE GOVERNMENT IN TEHERAN DATE BACK TO 1963 WHEN 
THE SHAH'S SO-CALLED "WHITE REVOLUTION", HIS LAND REFORM PROGRAM, 


STRIPPED THE MOSQUES OF RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENTS. BUT THE CURRENT WAVE 
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OF VIOLENCE STARTED LAST JANUARY WHEN A GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER ATTACK 
ON A RELIGIOUS LEADER TOUCHED OFF A RIOT IN THE HOLY CITY OF QOM, 
ONE MULLAH WAS KILLED, AND SINCE THEN EVERY FORTY DAYS -- 
CORRESPONDING TO THE ISLAMIC PERIOD OF MOURNING -- IRAN HAS 
EXPERIENCED VIOLENT ANTI-GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS. 

OBSERVERS POINT OUT THAT THE SITUATION IS ESPECIALLY 
DIFFICULT IN VIEW OF THE STEPS TOWARDS LIBRALIZATION THE 
IRANIAN GOVERNMENT HAS STARTED TAKING. THESE STEPS, ALONG WITH 
IMPROVED ECONOMIC CONDITIONS HAVE GIVEN THE GOVERNMENT A BROAD 
BASE OF POPULAR SUPPORT. BUT AT THE SAME TIME THEY HAVE STIRRED 
NEW WAVES OF OPPOSITION. 

THE SHIITE LEADERS SAY THAT NOTHING SHOULD BE DONE IN IRAN 
THAT IS AGAINST THE RELIGIOUS LAW OF SHIA ISLAM, AS INTERPRETED 
BY THE MULLAH, SOME OF THE SHIITES SAY THEY OPPOSE VIOLENCE 
AND THAT THEY WANT TO RESTORE TRADITIONAL VALUES THROUGH NEXT 
YEAR'S PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS. TO ACHIEVE THIS, THEY HAVE 
STARTED CHANNELING THEIR EFFORTS INTO POLITICS AND ARE FORMING 
ALLIANCES AND RECEIVING SUPPORT FROM A VARIETY OF OTHER 
OPPOSTION GROUPS WHICH, IRONICALLY, ACCUSE THE GOVERNMENT OF 
BEING TOO SLOW IN ITS LIBERALIZATION EFFORTS. 

AMONG THE GROUPS WITH WHICH THE SHIITES ARE WORKING ARE THE 
COMMUNISTS, DISSIDENT INTELLECTUALS, CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVISTS, 
RIGHTIST OR LEFTIST GUERRILLA GROUPS, AND THF SO-CALLED ISLAMIC 
MARXISTS. 

MEANWHILE, THE IRANIAN GOVERNMENT IS TRYING TO CHANNEL THE 
COUNTRY'S RESOURCES TOWARD THE PROVISION OF ENOUGH SOCIAL BENEFITS 


TO DEFUSE PUBLIC DISCONTENT. 
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